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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DURBAN 00047 241015Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-05 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 
ACDA-12 10-14 /094W 

116412 241919Z/50 

R 240945Z JAN 78 
FM AMCONSUL DURBAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2808 
DIA WASHDC 

INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCOSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY MASERU 

UNCLAS DURBAN 0047 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: MILI, SF (TRANSKEI) 

SUB J : TRANSKEI ORDERS S.A. DEFENSE PERSONNEL TO LEAVE 

REF: 76 DURBAN 590 

1 . PRIME MINISTER MATANZIMA ANNOUNCED IM UMTATA ON JANUARY 21 
THAT ALL SECONDED SOUTH AFRICAN DEFENSE FORCE (SADF) MEMBERS 
IN TRANSKEI WOULD BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY. NO DATE WAS 
GIVEN FOR THE WITHDRAWAL. IN A CORDIAL STATEMENT MATANZIMA 
THANKED THE SADF FOR ITS HELP IN TRAINING AND EQUIPPING THE 
320-MAN TRANSKEI FORCE. HE STATED THE DECISION TO ASK THE 
RECALL OF THE 27-MAN MISSION WAS PART OF AN ON-GOING PROCESS 

IN TRANSKEI TO TURN OVER SUCH MATTERS TO TRAN S KEI AN S AS SOON 
AS THEY WERE CAPABLE OF PERFORMING SUCH TASKS AND STATED 
TRANS KIANS WOULD NOW GO TO ANY COUNTRY FOR TRAINING. HE DID 
NOT INDICATE ANY DISENCHANTMENT WITH THE ROLE OF THE SADF 
OR DIFFERENCES WITH ANY OF ITS PERSONNEL. HOWEVER, HIS DECISION 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 DURBAN 00047 241015Z 

FOLLOWS BY A WEEK THE RECALL BY PRETORIA OF BRIGADIER PHIL 
PRETORIOUS, WHO HAS HEADED THE TRANSKEI DEFENSE FORCE SINCE 
ITS INCEPTION IN 1976 AND WHO WAS THOUGHT TO BE POPULAR WITH 
MATANZIMA. PRETORIOUS WAS REPLACED BY BRIGADIER Y. DE BRUIN. 

2. SADF HQ IN PRETORIA REACTED WITH EQUANIMITY TO THE STATE- 
MENT, STATING "CORDIAL MUTUAL RELATIONS WILL SURELY CONTINUE 
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AS THEY WERE AND WE WILL BE ABLE TO TRAIN TRANSKEIAN SOLDIERS, 

SHOULD THEY REQUEST SO, JUST AS WE DID IN THE PAST.” HOWEVER, 

PRESS REPORTS INDICATE MEMBERS OF THE SADF MISSION IN TRANSKEI 
WERE "SHOCKED" BY THE DECISION. 

3. MATANZIMA'S ACTION SEEMS PRECIPITOUS AND NOT WELL 
COORDINATED WITH THE SAG NOR DONE WITH THEIR BLESSING. 

HE ACTED SIMILARLY IN 1976 WHEN HE UNEXPECTEDLY ORDERED SA 
SECURITY POLICE INVOLVED IN STAFFING AND TRAINING THE 
TRANSKEI SECURITY POLICE TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY (REFTEL). 

FARBER 
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